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STUDENT HANDBOOK

2009/2010 SCHOOL YEAR

MidState Christian Academy

139 Charles Street

Meriden, CT  06450

(203) 237-0302

www.MeridenHillsBaptist.org
PURPOSE

MidState Christian Academy seeks to offer an alternative to public education by supplying a higher level of academics that progress to a deeper understanding of God and the Bible.  

MidState Christian Academy is an educational ministry of Meriden Hills Baptist Church.  It was founded in order to provide a safe environment where children are taught.  As a Christian organization, we strive to build a foundation on which education can firmly stand so that there will be a generation of young people highly educated not only in academics, but also in their personal relationships with Jesus Christ.  Together, our staff and a well-rounded curriculum make MidState Christian Academy a place where children are able to achieve their goals for the future.

DOCTRINE OF FAITH

1. All Scripture is verbally inspired as written and therefore infallible and inerrant.  (II Timothy 3:16-17; II Peter 1:2; Matthew 5:18; I Corinthians 2:13)

2. There is one living and true God who exists in three persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  (Matthew 28:19; II Corinthians 13:14; Isaiah 9:6; John 1:1-14; John 14:20)

3. The Lord Jesus Christ was born of a virgin.  (Isaiah 7:14; Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26-38)

4. Christ rose bodily from the dead and ascended unto God the Father.  (Matthew 28; Mark 16; I Corinthians 15; Romans 1:14)

5. Christ will return first for the “dead in Christ” who will be resurrected bodily, and for those who are alive at His coming.  (I Thessalonians 4:13-18, 5:9)

6. All men inherit a depraved (morally corrupt) nature and are lost sinners in need of salvation.  (Romans 3:9-19; Ephesians 2:1-3)

7. God has provided salvation through offering His Son on the cross of Calvary, and allowing His blood to be shed to atone for our sins.  (Romans 3:25; Hebrews 9:22; Romans 3:24; Ephesians 2:8-9)

NON – DISCRIMINATORY STATEMENT

MidState Christian Academy admits students of any race, national, or ethnic origin to all rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to the students at the school.  It does not discriminate on the basis of race, national or ethnic origin, administration of its educational policies, admissions policies, and athletic or other school administered programs.

ADMISSION PROCESS
Enrollment Process

The following checklist gives an overview of the enrollment process:

1. Enrollment Card – Make sure you fill out this card completely (front and back)

2. Statement of Cooperation – Must be turned in at the time of registration with both parents signature unless one parent is the sole guardian.

3. Health Records – CT law requires that the student receive a Physical Examination and Certificate of Immunization

4. Request for School Records – (Grades 1-12) All school records must be received from the previous school.

5. Interview –An interview may be required for new students in the 7th-12th grades.

FINANCIAL INFORMATION

A registration fee of $50.00 must be paid at the time of registration.  This is a nonrefundable and nontransferable fee if the student should cancel for any reason.  A late fee of $10.00 will be charged on any school account showing a balance after the late date.  Students may be unable to attend class if the tuition bill has not been paid for two months.  There is a $20.00 charge for all checks returned to us by your bank for any reason.

No school records or graduation diploma will be released for any student when there is a balance owed on the student’s account.

Tuition is due by the last Monday of the month and is considered late after fourteen days.  The payment schedule is below: 


Statements will be sent home with the oldest child in each family.  Tuition may be turned in or mailed to: 


MidState Christian Academy


139 Charles Street


Meriden, CT  06450
Preschool Tuition

Preschool full time student - $3,000.00 (8:00-2:15)

Preschool part time student - $2,500.00 (8:00 – 12:00)

Kindergarten through Eleventh Grade

$ 3,000.00 per student

* Certain fees may apply for 7th through 12th grade.
* Discount for MHBC members  - $500.00 off per child

* Discount for non MHBC members - $200.00 off for second and third child
PAYMENT PLANS

1. Pay tuition (including fees) in full by July 31st. ($50.00 discount per family)

2. Pay fees (registration and book fee) in full, and then divide tuition by 10 months. (August through May)

ADDITIONAL FEES, FINES, AND CHARGES

The goal of MidState Christian Academy is to cover all necessary expenses through the enrollment fee and tuition.  However, from time to time, additional school-wide fees may be needed.  Students are encouraged to properly care for textbooks, workbooks, and library books.  If a book is lost or damaged (including marked or colored) the parents will be charged a replacement fee.  

Fees may also be incurred for late pick-up of students, late or lost library books (Meriden Public Library), late tuition, childcare payments, and returned checks.

DRESS CODE

All students are expected to adhere to the dress code policy with an exception for our Kindergarten and Preschool students.  

BOYS

Boys must wear properly fitting dress pants or casual pants.  Casual dress shirts, sweaters, hoodies, and sweatshirts are permitted with minimal or no writing on them.  7th – 12th grade boys must have their shirts tucked in at all times.

The following is not permitted: shorts, jeans, sweatpants, T-shirts, tank tops, oversized pants or shirts, sandals, and flip flops.  Hats are not to be worn in the building.  

Hair is to be neat and trim.  Boys may not wear earrings or necklaces.

GIRLS

Girls are expected to dress modestly at all times.  Shirts must be tasteful with minimal or no writing on them.  Skirts and dresses are to be at least long enough to come to the top of the knee.  Loose fitting uniform pants may be worn in the colors blue, black, or khaki.  Cargo, corduroy, or jean style pants are not considered uniform type pants and are not to be worn except on dress down days.  Sweaters, hoodies, and sweatshirts are allowed to be worn, but must have minimal or no writing on them.  

The following is not permitted: tank tops, spaghetti strapped or sleeveless shirts, and flip flops.  

PHYSICAL EDUCATION UNIFORMS

BOYS

Boys may wear athletic pants or shorts and T-shirts with minimal or no writing on them.  Please refrain from wearing tank tops or sleeveless tops.  Tennis shoes or athletic types of shoes should be worn.

GIRLS

Girls may wear athletic pants, long shorts or capris and T-shirts with minimal or no writing on them.  Please refrain from wearing tank tops or sleeveless tops.  Tennis shoes or athletic types of shoes should be worn.

DRESS DOWN UNIFORMS
BOYS

For dress down days, please make sure that your child is still neat in appearance.  Boys may wear jeans or athletic pants.  T-shirts are permitted but must not have questionable writing or pictures on them.

GIRLS

For dress down days, please make sure that your child is still neat in appearance.  Girls may wear loose fitting jeans, capris, or walking shorts that come to the top of the knee.  

DISCIPLINE

MidState Christian Academy is fully committed in helping your child grow spiritually and responsibly.  Discipline is essential in order to create a safe and orderly environment where your child will most effectively learn.  At MidState Christian Academy, the teachers are the authority in the classrooms.  All students are expected to maintain the highest form of Christian character.  Respect must be shown at all times to the teacher, peers, and the school.  In situations where students exhibit exceptional behavior, certain rewards or incentives may be given.  In situations where students have fallen short of behavioral expectations, verbal warnings, extra work, loss of privileges or conferences, and ultimately expulsion may be needed.  

DAILY SCHEDULE

Doors open for students – 7:45 AM

School begins – 8:00 AM

Dismissal – 2:15

Early Dismissal – 12:00 (there is no aftercare provided for ED days)

CANCELLATIONS

In the event of inclement weather, MidState Christian Academy will follow the Meriden public schools for information of closings, delays, or early dismissals unless otherwise noted on the NBC weather channel.  

Parents will be notified if the school will be closing early due to dangerous weather.  Please keep your personal information up to date in case of an emergency.

LUNCH/SNACKS/PARTIES

Each child is responsible for bringing his or her own lunch and snack to school.  Microwaves and refrigerators are offered for your convenience.  Please pack a nutritious lunch so that your child will stay alert during class.  The school offers pizza each Friday unless otherwise stated; each slice costs $1.50.  

If you would like your child to celebrate his or her birthday with the class, please notify the teacher with the day and time so that they may rearrange their schedule accordingly.  Make sure to find out any allergies a classmate may have.

FIELD TRIP INFORMATION

During the year, classes will be taking a variety of field trips that correspond with or enhance the curriculum.  MidState Christian Academy believes that this is an important part of learning as many students respond well to hands on activities.  Students are REQUIRED to attend all field trips, as they are a part of our curriculum.  The teacher will let the parents know if chaperones are needed.  If you are a chaperone, please do not bring additional children on the field trip except in circumstances when special permission is given by the teacher.

HOMEWORK

Believing that homework is an integral part of the school program, each teacher is at liberty to assign homework in order to aid students in their academic studies.  Therefore, each student is expected to successfully complete his homework assignments each day.  Homework may be given for the following purposes:  drill, practice, remedial reasons, and individual projects relating to school studies.  Continued failure to complete homework assignments will result in failing grades, disciplinary action, and ultimately in dismissal.
GRADING/PROMOTION

MidState Christian Academy students are expected to work up to their potential.  Students failing to achieve their grade level will be retained in the same grade level or will have to repeat the subject failed.  Kindergarten students will be promoted based on skills needed to be successful in first grade.  The kindergarten teacher will have the authority to promote students into the first grade.  Students in grades one and two must pass reading/phonics and math in order to be promoted to the next grade.  Any student in first through sixth who earns two “D’s” or lower in any subject as the yearly average will be retained.  Students in 7th – 12th grade who receive a “D” as a final semester average grade will be required to repeat the class.

MEDICAL GUIDELINES

In order to maintain a healthy environment for all, please keep your child home if he or she is sick.  In circumstances where your child needs medical attention, a parent or guardian will be notified.  MidState Christian Academy does not administer any medication without written authorization from the parent.  Please leave written notice and instructions with the teacher of any allergies or chronic medical problems.  No student will be allowed to take any medication on his own while at school.

MidState Christian Academy desires to maintain a healthful school environment by instituting controls designed to prevent the spread of communicable diseases.  Communicable diseases is an illness which arises as a result of the transmission of infection from person to person.  Students may not be permitted to attend school until the disease is non-transferrable.

Reportable Communicable Diseases


Acquired Immune Deficiency Syndrome (AIDS)
Aids Related Complex (ARC)
Amebiasis


Animal Bite of Humans only by a potentially
Anthrax



Botulism



Rabid animal



Campylobacterosis                           Chancroid

Brucellosis




Dengue



Diphtheria


Encephalitis




Giardiasis (acute)


Gonorrhea



Granuloma Inguinale



Hansen’s Disease of Leprosy
Hemorrhagic Fevers


Hepatitis




Histoplasmosis


Human Immunodeficiency Virus


Legionnaires’ Disease



Leptospirosis


Lymphogranuloma Venereum


Malaria





Measles



Meningitis


Meningococcal Disease



Mumps



Paralytic Shellfish Poisoning


Pertussis





Pesticide Poisoning

Pink Eye


Plague





Poliomyelitis


Psittacosis


Rabies





Relapsing Fever


Ringworm


Rocky Mt. Spotted Fever R. Rickettsia

Rubella including congenital
Salmonellosis


Scabies





Schistosomiasis


Shigellosis


Smallpox




Syphilis



Tetanus


Toxoplasmosis acute



Trichinosis


Tuberculosis


Tularemia




Typhoid Fever


Typhus


Vibrio Cholera




Vibrio Infections


Yellow Fever

BOOKMOBILE

The Meriden Bookmobile is available to students twice a month.  If your child would like to check out a book please send in a library card.  Due to lost books, the student may only check out books with a personal library card. 

GRADING SYSTEM

Reports cards and progress reports are given to evaluate the progress your child has made in school.  The grading system of MCA is as follows:

E = Excellent (Superior work or effort)

G = Good (Above average work)

S = Satisfactory (Average or acceptable)

N =Needs Improvement

U = Unsatisfactory Work

A+ = 100
A = 94-99
A- = 91-93

B+ = 88-90
B = 85-87
B- = 83-84

C+ = 80-82
C = 77-79
C- = 75-76

D+ = 73-74
D = 71-72
D- = 70

F – 0 to 69

PROHIBITED ARTICLES

Tobacco products, alcoholic beverages, narcotics, knives, guns, matches, explosives of any kind, radios, magazines, ipods, mp3 players, and electronic devices that are not related to class work are not to be used during school hours.    

Cellular phones are permitted if they are kept in a book bag or a locker.  Students may only use phones before and after school.  Cell phones may be confiscated if used during school hours.

FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL

The first day of school will begin on Wednesday, August 26th.  The first week of school (Wednesday through Friday) will end at 12:00.

INFORMATION FOR DROP OFF AND PICK UP OF YOUR CHILD

Doors open at 7:45 in the morning.  You are responsible for your child until the doors of the school are opened.  You may drop off your child in front of the main doors of the school where they will enter and wait in the cafeteria until school begins at 8:00.

Please be on time to pick up your child after school.  Children will be ready at 2:15 at the back entrance.  There is no need to park and enter the building if you are only picking up your child.  This will help in the efficiency of our dismissal at MidState Christian Academy.  If there is a need to speak with the teacher or enter the building, please feel free to park and enter the front doors.

Please write a note to the teacher if someone other than the parent is picking up your child.  We will call if there are any questions.

If your child is leaving early for any reason, please write a note to the teacher explaining the reason and what time you are picking up your child.  Your child will be waiting in the cafeteria to be picked up.  Please do not disturb the class except in emergency situations.

In cases where you will be picking up your child early, and there is no way to let the teacher know in the morning, please call the school number and leave a message.

ATTENDANCE

It is important to be at school on time every day.  Tardiness and absences affect the student’s grades; therefore, it is suggested that you try not to use school days for vacations, trips, and appointments.  Please make a special effort to be at school on time every day.  This will result in a better education for your student.  

Please note the following concerning attendance:

· A student must be present at least half of the school day (four periods) to be counted present.

· Excuses must be submitted in writing the day the student returns explaining the reason for the absence.  

· If students have fifteen unexcused absences for each semester, MidState Christian Academy reserves the right to retain the student at the same grade level.  (A high school student may lose credit for any course in which he accumulates fifteen unexcused absences per semester.)

· The nine weeks grades may be reduced by two points for two unexcused absence and for every three late slips.

DEMERIT SYSTEM (Grades 7-12)

The administration expects students at MidState Christian Academy to be well disciplined and to maintain the highest standards of behavior at all times.  The demerit system has been chosen as a guide for discipline on the secondary level.  Failure to comply with the codes and regulations of the school will result in the issuing of demerits.  After school detentions will be given as well.  All students who serve a detention will be charged a $10.00 fee paid to the supervising teacher that day.  Students will only be allowed to serve the detention if the fee is paid in full.  Failure to pay or serve will result in more serious consequences.  Detention will only be offered on Monday and Wednesday afternoons.

AFTER CARE

After care is available for students in preschool through sixth grade.  There is a $5.00 charge each hour for each student from 2:15 – 3:15, 3:15 – 4:15, and 4:15 – 5:15.  Students must be picked up by 5:15 or there will be a late charge of $5.00 per 10 minutes.  After care invoices will be included in each monthly tuition bill.  If after care invoices are not paid in full each month, the student will not be permitted receive after care.    

Payment Schedule





Payment Dates		Late After


August 31			September 14


September 28		October 12


October 26			November 9


November 30		December 14


December 28		January 11


January 25			February 8


February 22			March 8


March 29			April 12


April 26			May 10


May 31			June 14














